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Section 8 – Decontamination 
Overview

Th is section contains recommendations for decontamination equipment, and changes from the 
previous edition are minimal. It is organized into three main categories, as follows:
•  Individual Decontamination, which contains personal decontamination items.

•  Active Decontamination, defi ned as activities or equipment that may be used in removing con-
tamination from individuals and equipment. Active decontamination includes Decontamination 
Corridor Support, Emergency Decontamination, Technical Decontamination, and Site/Equipment 
Decontamination.

•  Post-Decontamination, defi ned as activities or equipment that may be used after active decon-
tamination.

Successful CBRNE HAZMAT response requires a sound decontamination plan that has been practiced 
with proper techniques and equipment. In addition to personnel, techniques, and equipment, the plan 
should address factors such as run-off  and hazardous materials disposal, since some CBRNE agents 
may be neutralized while others may become hydrolyzed or diluted while being physically washed off  
patients and equipment. Plans should include as many specifi c procedures as possible - if a hazardous 
material has been identifi ed through testing, then the decontamination plan should include proper 
PPE and decontamination equipment appropriate to the hazard. Th e plan should include multiple 
stages of decontamination (e.g., fi eld expedient gross decon for personnel and equipment), with appro-
priate equipment and training required for each stage. Th e decontamination plan must also interface 
smoothly with other operating plans, such as medical response (e.g., policies for triage at decontamina-
tion stages, transportation of contaminated patients, etc.).

Th e Detection and Decontamination (D&D) SubGroup is continually working to identify standards 
and best practices for decontamination, including the establishment of standards for newly available 
decontamination equipment and technologies. All fi rst responders should also seek advice from their 
state and local experts on the applicability and practicality of their plans in the context of local laws 
and practices.

Changes for 2007

In addition to minor edits, the structure of this section has also been modifi ed to establish categories of 
active decontamination and place decontamination corridor support within the Active Decontamina-
tion category. Th e new structure is as follows:

08D1 Individual Decontamination
 01- Personal Decontamination Items
08D2 Active Decontamination
 01- Decontamination Corridor Support
 02- Emergency Decontamination
 03- Technical Decontamination
 04- Site/Equipment Decontamination
08D3 Post-Decontamination
 01-Blankets and Clothing
 02-Bags 
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Online Selection Factors and Efficacy Matrix

Like most sections in the 2007 SEL, the online1 version of the Decontamination section uses a pair 
of selection factors to assist users in quickly identifying appropriate equipment items. For the Decon-
tamination section, the SubGroup chose the same factors used in the Detection section (Section 7): 
Profi ciency Level and Hazard Environment. See the introduction to Section 7 for a detailed description 
of these two factors. Every online item is “tagged” for each appropriate combination of factors. Th us, 
users of the online version can choose any combination of Profi ciency Level and Hazard Environment, 
and the system will provide a list of all items tagged for that combination.

Th e Responder Knowledge Base also contains an additional feature that should prove helpful in de-
contamination planning. It is called the Decontamination Effi  cacy Matrix, and provides information 
about various decontamination methods and their eff ectiveness against specifi c threats. Th e informa-
tion in this matrix was provided to the RKB by the U.S. Army Edgewood Chemical and Biological 
Center (ECBC) in Aberdeen, Maryland, and is linked online to applicable items in this section of the 
SEL.

1 Th e online version is available on the Responder Knowledge Base at www.rkb.mipt.org. 
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